VZCZCXR09 160 

PP  RUEHAG  RUEHDF  RUEHIK  RUEHLZ  RUEHROV 
DE  RUEHLI  #0027  0041754 
ZNR  UUUUU  ZZH 
P 041754Z  JAN  07 
FM  AMEMBASSY  LISBON 

TO  RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHDC  PRIORITY  5451 
INFO  RUCNMEM/EU  MEMBER  STATES  PRIORITY 
RUEHMV/AMEMBASSY  MONROVIA  PRIORITY  0028 

UNCLAS  LISBON  000027 

SIPDIS 

SIPDIS 

EB/IFD/ODF  EMILY  WAECHTER 

E.O.  12958:  N/A 

TAGS:  FR  EFIN  ECON  EAID  PO 

SUBJECT:  PORTUGAL  AND  THE  LIBERIA  PARTNERS'  FORUM 
REF:  SECSTATE  201818 

In  response  to  the  Embassy's  encouragement  to  participate  in 
the  February  Liberia  Partner's  Forum  (reftel),  Portuguese  MFA 
Director  of  Sub-Saharan  African  Affairs  Nuno  Bello  approached 
the  Portuguese  Institute  for  Development  Assistance  (IPAD) 
about  the  possibility  of  sending  a representative,  but  is 
unable  to  confirm  anything  yet.  Portugal  has  contributed  to 
the  UN  observer  Program  in  Liberia,  and  supported  the  EU 
"ECHO  Program"  but  has  no  ongoing  bilateral  programs. 

Comment:  Due  to  Portugal's  lack  of  bilateral  engagement  with 
Liberia,  it  is  likely  that  they  will  send  a Portuguese 
Embassy  official  to  participate  rather  than  a participant 
from  Lisbon.  End  comment. 
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